


Join Us and Share 
Your Views
Like the Advisory Group in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland Stakeholder 
Group members provide: 

•	 feedback and advice on the 
operation of the Fund 

•	 information about their 
experiences of using the Fund  

•	 input into policy developments

The Stakeholder Group held its 
last quarterly meeting in Belfast’s 
Mount Conference Centre on 
Tuesday 5 December. Members 
joined in person and online via 
Zoom, and those present enjoyed 
an informal lunch at the Centre.

Chair of the Northern Ireland 
Stakeholder Group David McDonald 
said: “My heartfelt congratulations to 
everyone involved in the reopening 
of the Fund in Scotland. What an 
amazing achievement! I am looking 
forward to the appointment of 
a Minister of Health in Northern 
Ireland who hopefully will consider 
giving us the same good news here.

“In the meantime, your Stakeholder 
Group is keen to recruit current 
Recipients and Award Managers 
as new Members. We Influence, 
directly, how the Fund works, for all 
of us. We speak out. We are heard. 

We make a profound and positive 
difference, in approach, in funding, 
in policy, in our futures and in our 
lives. Are you a current Recipient?

“Then, so can you! Come on along. 
Meet us in person or on Zoom. Hear 
what we have to say. Hear what 
we do, Join us and join in, today!”

If you are interested, please contact 
Linda Scott at Linda.Scott@ILF.scot
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Michaela 
receives 
her MBE

Disability rights activist Michaela 
Hollywood, and a member of ILF 
Scotland’s Stakeholder Group, received 
an MBE from Her Royal Highness 
Princess Anne in an investiture 
ceremony at Windsor Castle.

Michaela travelled to London 
with her family to accept the 
award, which recognises her 
services to disabled people.

Michaela said: “I was delighted 
that I received my insignia from 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Anne, who I also met right at 
the beginning of my activism.

“We had a lovely chat about the 
progress that has been made, and 
the work still to do for equality and 
inclusion of disabled people.”

You can read more about 
Michaela’s story at: https://ilf.scot/
case-study/michaelas-story  

Michaela lives with the genetic 
condition spinal muscular atrophy. 
She is Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
of Pathfinders Neuromuscular 
Alliance who are providing a 

series of free training sessions for 
Personal Assistants and Carers for 
people with muscle-weakening 
(neuromuscular) conditions, and other 
people with high support needs.

You can find out more, or register, at: 
https://ilf.scot/go/pathfinder-events

You can find out more 
information about Pathfinders 
Neuromuscular Alliance at:  
www.pathfindersalliance.org.uk
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The Centre for Independent Living NI 
(CILNI) held their annual conference 
and exhibition at the Stormont 
Hotel in Belfast in November.

The conference was attended 
by many disabled people who 
use CILNI’s services, along with 
partners, professionals and 
politicians who joined a series of 
workshops and discussions.

ILF Scotland’s Director of Self-
Directed Support, Robert White, 
joined one of the panel discussions 
and said: “The CILNI conference was 
a first-class networking event. I was 
delighted to speak, and give a view 
as a social work manager from a 
public body who offered a different 
viewpoint on key SDS issues. This 
type of discussion can only help 
better decision making all round.”

CILNI supports the right of disabled 
people to have choice and control 
in their lives, and to take an active 
part in the community in which they 
live. It provides a range of services 
for disabled people. Visit the CILNI 
website at: https://cilni.org

Independent Living 
NI Event 2023
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Peter Steele, an ILF recipient, tells 
us that “The Independent Living 
Fund has helped support me since 
my accident in 2009. The funding I 
receive from ILF enables me to attend 
functions and other social events.”

Peter is the founder of the charity 
Spinal Injury NI (Sp.I.N.I.). He tells 
us why he set this up and how 
he raised £70,000 to help make 
life easier for disabled people.

Peter said: “Following an accident 
I had in 2009, I had the use of a 
machine called a ‘MOTOmed’ as 
part of my rehabilitation in the 
physiotherapy department of 
Musgrave Park Hospital in Belfast.

“A MOTOmed is a powered exercise 
bike designed for people with 
restricted mobility. Once back in the 
community, I discovered an extreme 
shortage of MOTOmeds. This piece 
of equipment is very expensive.

“Spinal Injury Northern Ireland was 
created to supply MOTOmeds 
on a loan basis to those 
unable to purchase them.

“Another item supplied by the 
charity is called ‘Active Hands’. 
Active Hands make gripping aids 
that gently, yet firmly, hold your 
hand into a gripping shape enabling 
you to hold everyday items.

“At present there are more than 40 
people using equipment supplied 
by the charity. We supply province-
wide for a small delivery fee.

“Our greatest satisfaction comes 
from helping people and making 
life a little easier for the disabled.

“The Charity relies solely on 
donations from the community, 
who have graciously raised 
approximately £70,000 through 

Charity spotlight: Spinal Injury 
Northern Ireland (Sp.I.N.I.)
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NIE Networks offers a medical 
customer care information service 
to people who are dependent 
on life-supporting electrical 
equipment. You can register at: 
https://ilf.scot/go/nie-networks

Older people, disabled people and 
those with a medical condition 
should consider joining the NI 
Water and Northern Ireland 

Independent advice network Advice 
NI has published a report highlighting 
views, concerns and ideas relating 
to the ‘Move to Universal Credit’.

Electricity (NIE) Networks care 
registers. The registers help to 
identify people who need extra help 
or support if there is an interruption 
to supply and you can access a 
range of free additional services.

You can register at: https://www.
niwater.com/customer-care-register 
or call Waterline on 03457 440 088.

You can read the report in full at:  
https://ilf.scot/go/move-to-uc

NIE Networks and NI 
Water Care Registers

The Move to Universal 
Credit: Get Ready

doing things like sponsored walks 
of Kilimanjaro, skydives, and 
cycles, to having a simple ‘charity 
change jar’ at a shop in town.

“We at Sp.I.N.I. are overwhelmed 
with the help and support we 

have received not just from the 
Spinal Injury family, but also 
from the general public, too.”

You can find out more about 
Sp.I.N.I. at: https://spini.online
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ILF Scotland’s Transition Fund aims 
to help young disabled people 
in Scotland, aged 16 to 25, with 
the transition after leaving school 
or children’s services. It helps 
young disabled people to:

•	 become more independent

•	 be more active and engaged 
in their community

•	 to build and maintain 
relationships with other people

It provides money for up to one 
year to support young people 
with a disability or impairment as 
defined by the Equality Act 2010.

The Transition Fund is 
more popular than ever
Demand for the Transition Fund 
continues to grow. We have 
received a record number of 
applications so far this year – a 60% 
increase compared to last year.

Due to the pressure of this demand 
on the Fund, we have had to make 
the difficult decision to restrict all 
new grants to first time applicants 
for the foreseeable future. This 

is to ensure that limited financial 
resources are made available to as 
many young people as possible. 
This means that if you have already 
received a Transition Fund grant from 
us, we will not be able to consider 
a further application at this time. 

Peter Scott, ILF Scotland’s Chief 
Executive, said: “We understand 
that many young people across 
Scotland will be disappointed to 
hear this news. Please be reassured 
that this is not a decision that we 
have taken lightly and this is the 
fairest and best way to ensure that 
the Transition Fund continues to 
benefit young disabled people so 
that they can be active citizens and 
participate in their communities.”

Transition Fund
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We will keep this situation 
under review and will post any 
updates on our website.

We will introduce this change 
from 1 January 2024.

If you have already submitted an 
application, we will evaluate and 
process this in the normal way. 
However, we will give priority 
to first time applicants, which 
may result in waiting for longer 
than normal to hear from us.

For all applications, the 
unprecedented increase in demand 
means that currently we are taking 
around 16 weeks to process the 
majority of grants. Please be patient 
with us and try not to call us for 
updates as we are unable to predict 
how long individual applications 
will take. We will get to your 
application as soon as we can.

If you are about to make an 
application, please bear these 
timescales in mind and apply 
well in advance if you need the 
funding for a specific time.

If you are looking for a basic piece 
of IT equipmment, you can still 
apply for a Technology Grant even 
if you have received Transition 
Funding before. For more details, 
visit: https://ilf.scot/transition-
fund/technology-grant

You can also apply for a Person 
Centred Planning Grant.

Not sure what to 
apply for?
If you would like some help to decide 
how the Transition Fund might 
assist you to achieve your goals, 
you can access support for this.

You can apply for our Young Person 
Centred Planning Grant (https://
ilf.scot/go/pcp) before applying 
for the full Transition Fund grant.

We will direct you to a professional 
planner to help you to plan for your 
future, work out what will help you 
most in your transition, and how 
the Transition Fund might play a 
part in helping you to achieve this.

You can also consider using ARC 
Scotland’s Compass app (https://
ilf.scot/go/compass), designed to 
assist young people in identifying 
how to get the most out of their 
transition and to help them move 
on in the right direction. Using the 
Compass tool can also help you plan 
and identify how an application to 
the Transition Fund could help you.

For further information on the 
Transition Fund visit our website at: 
www.ILF.scot/Transition-Fund

23ILF Scotland Newsletter December 2023

159437 ILF Newsletter Dec 2023 v12.indd   23159437 ILF Newsletter Dec 2023 v12.indd   23 18/12/2023   10:0218/12/2023   10:02



One of our Transition Fund recipients 
Eireann recently shared her reflections 
on Care Experienced Week 2023 
and the difference that the Transition 
Fund has made to her life.

As the youngest trustee of Who 
Cares? Scotland, Eireann is a 
passionate advocate for care 
experienced people, disabled people, 
and young people’s rights, as well as 
working full-time for a trade union 
in Glasgow. Who Cares? Scotland is 
a national membership organisation 
for care experienced people.

Eireann said: “I think the Transition 
Fund in Scotland is amazing, and 
I am grateful that I was able to 
apply and benefit from the fund. 
I felt that the process and fund 
was so accessible and that the 
whole process was dignifying 
and that I was well supported.”

Read Eireann’s blog in full at:  
 https://ilf.scot/go/care-week

Transition Fund 
recipient Eireann on 
Care Experienced Week
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Congratulations to Transition Fund 
recipient Andrew Batchelor, who 
is also a member of our Transition 
Fund Young Ambassadors’ Group. 
Andrew’s social media brand Dundee 
Culture has been recognised 
in the Scottish Parliament.

Andrew successfully used a Transition 
Fund grant to expand his business, 
Dundee Culture. You can find out 
more about the work Andrew does 
at: https://www.dundeeculture.com

Transition Fund recipient 

Andrew’s Dundee Culture 

recognised in Parliament
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If you have received a Transition 
Fund grant, you can join our 
Young Ambassadors’ Group. 
As a member, you would:

•	 be invited to quarterly meetings 
with other Young Ambassadors

•	 attend events in person and online 
to raise awareness of the Fund

•	 be involved in discussions 
about changes or 
development of the Fund

•	 work with ILF Scotland on 
podcasts, vlogs and blogs sharing 
your experiences of the Fund

If you would like to join the Young 
Ambassadors, please get in touch with 
Lee House, our Engagement Officer, 
by emailing Lee.House@ilf.scot

Transition Fund Young 
Ambassador’s Group
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We think the best way to tell other 
disabled people about the positive 
difference our funding makes to 
you is through telling your stories.'

We would love to hear from our 
2015 Fund and Transition Fund 

recipients about how ILF Scotland 
support has helped you achieve 
your independent living outcomes. 

Email: communications@ilf.scot  
or call our main number on  
0300 200 2022.  

If you have any ideas or would like 
to make any suggestions about 
what you would like to read in 
the next newsletter in June 2024, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us.

We are keen to ensure that all 
recipients and award managers 
receive communication in a way 

that suits their needs. If you want 
to receive updates in a different 
way, please let us know.

Thanks for reading this newsletter. 
We hope you found it interesting.

Tell us your story

Have your say!
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Ground Floor,  
Denholm House, 
Almondvale Way, 
Livingston EH54 6GA.

T: 0300 200 2022 
E: enquiries@ILF.scot

ILF Scotland Limited is a company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland Company Number SC500075.

Registered office Ground Floor, Denholm House, Almondvale Way, Livingston EH54 6GA

Follow us
@IndependentLivingFundScotland
@ILFScotland

@ILFScotland

Keep in 
Touch
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